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heel; Russia was not ready for a renewal of the fray ;
England could give no immediate help. The whole wrath
of Napoleon was concentrated upon Prussia, and the disas-
trous defeats of Jena and Auerstadt (14 October) were the
result. The power of Prussia was annihilated at a single
blow, and within a fortnight Napoleon was master of the
whole of Brandenburg. One after another the great fort-
resses, Erfurt, Halle, Spandau opened their gates, and on
27 October Napoleon entered Berlin in triumph. Saxony,
erected into a kingdom, was drawn into the Rhenish Con-
federation ; Weimar and four other small Duchies went
with her ; Brunswick and Hesse-Cassel were converted into
the kingdom of Westphalia for Jerome Bonaparte.
But Napoleon's eyes were fixed on, England, not on
Germany. From Berlin he issued the famous Decree which
THE CON- inaugurated the Continental System (21
TINENTAL November 1806). 'I mean', he said, 'to
SYSTEM            recover with my land armies the Cape and
Surinam/ England itself Napoleon could not reach ; he
determined, therefore, to bring her to her knees by the ruin
of her trade. The Berlin Decree was the first instalment of
this policy. It declared the British Isles to be in a state of
blockade; interdicted all trade with England; ordered all
British merchandise to be confiscated wherever found, and
all British subjects to be made prisoners of war: finally,
he forbade the reception in French or allied ports of any
ship coming from Great Britain or her colonies.
The boycott of British trade was further extended by
Decrees issued from Warsaw (25 January 1807), Milan
(17 December 1807) and Fontainebleau (18 October 1810),
The British Government retaliated in a series of Orders in
Council (January-November 1807) which declared all ports
from which the British flag was excluded to be in a state of
blockade; prohibited any ship from entering a French or
allied port; and declared any ship proceeding to such a port
and paying customs there, good prize, unless it had touched
at a British port. Between the Decrees launched by
Napoleon and the British reprisals there was this essential